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Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by
King Harald V of Norway in Oslo

November 1, 1999

I must say, Your Majesty, that is a much
more elegant fanfare than I normally get be-
fore I speak. [Laughter] Thank you for
hosting me and all of our American company
here. To both of you, we are honored to be
in your presence. And I am deeply honored
to be the first sitting American President to
visit your wonderful country.

The United States and Norway are allies
and friends. Our friendship is rooted, of
course, in our common shared interests and
our common shared values; also, a remark-
able textured, shared history. Vikings from
these shores were among the first Europeans
to walk the shores of North America. Since
July 4th, 1825, when the first Norwegian ship
sailed for the United States, millions of Nor-
wegians seeking freedom and opportunity
have, as His Majesty has noted, contributed
immensely to our society.

I think it’s worth noting a few of them,
for their descendants include many lumi-
naries from our past and present: national
leaders from Congressman Sabo’s home
State, like Walter Mondale and Hubert
Humphrey; great jurists like the late Chief
Justice Earl Warren; great thinkers like
Thorstein Veblen; giants of entertainment
like Jimmy Cagney; sports heroes like Knute
Rockne; and, of course, Secretary Albright’s
predecessor, Warren Christopher.

Today, there are almost as many people,
perhaps even more people of Norwegian de-
scent in the United States than in Norway.
So, most of all, I suppose I should be here,
simply thanking you for the precious gift of
your people.

Our two nations have also shared the his-
tory of some of the darkest days of this cen-
tury when the royal family, as the King has
said, spent the years of the war living in the
United States, including several weeks in the
White House. I must say one of the most
interesting experiences I have had as Presi-
dent in my entire tenure was having the op-
portunity to welcome you back to the White
House, where you were as a small boy. I hope
someday someone will welcome me back in

that fashion—[laughter]—but I won’t have
quite the memories you do.

President Roosevelt’s last formal state-
ment, just 3 days before his death, was a
statement in praise of the people of Norway
and the people of Denmark for their courage
during the occupation. The King said that
he remembered standing behind President
Roosevelt during his fourth inauguration. At
the time, the war was still going on. The
President was not feeling well, and so, at the
insistence of his advisers, he agreed to be
inaugurated actually inside the White House.
It is the only time in the entire history of
our country that a President was inaugurated
in the White House. Lucky enough for us,
it enabled a young man to stand behind him,
and to carry a memory for more than half
a century.

In President Roosevelt’s fourth inaugural
address, he summed up the lessons learned
from the war. He said this: ‘‘We have learned
that we cannot live alone at peace; that our
own well-being is dependent on the well-
being of other nations far away. We have
learned that, to be citizens of the world, we
have learned to be members of the human
community. We have learned the simple
truth, as Emerson said, the only way to have
a friend is to be one.’’

Those words still ring true today—in the
United States, in Norway, in the Middle
East. Let us do all we can to remind all those
in positions of influence, within our countries
and beyond our borders, that we share a
common destiny, and the only way to have
a friend is to be one.

We also share an important history in the
recent past, that I would be remiss if I did
not comment upon briefly. In this decade,
America and Norway have stood side by side
as allies and friends to fight ethnic cleansing
in the Balkans, to prevent the spread of dan-
gerous weapons, to promote human rights,
and of course, to build peace in the Middle
East. That is our focus this week. And again
I thank our Norwegian hosts for all they have
done to make the talks that we will have
today and tomorrow possible.

Once, Franklin Roosevelt said that any na-
tion seeking to resist tyranny and build de-
mocracy need only, and I quote, ‘‘look to
Norway.’’ It remains just as true today. Free
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people still look to Norway and will always
do so.

Your Majesty, I am grateful for all you
have done to keep our friendship strong, to
prepare our kindred nations for a new cen-
tury and a new millennium, when we will
have some more shared history based on our
shared values.

I ask all of you now to join me in a toast
to King Harald, to the Queen, to the people
of Norway, and to our wonderful alliance.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 1:30
p.m. in the Banquet Room at the Royal Palace.
In his remarks, he referred to Queen Sonja of
Norway. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
King Harald V.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority
in Oslo
November 1, 1999

EgyptAir Flight 990 Aircraft Tragedy
Q. Mr. President, is there anything new

on the crash, sir? Has the Pentagon radar
or satellite imagery been able to yield any
clues as to what happened to EgyptAir 990?

President Clinton. Nothing that I’ve
been briefed on.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. Chairman, what would you like the

President to do to be helpful to your aspira-
tions, as you put it?

Chairman Arafat. Not to forget that first
agreement which had been started here in
Oslo had been signed under his supervision
in the White House. We cannot forget it.

NOTE: The exchange began at 5:52 p.m. in the
Gamlebyen Room at the SAS Radisson Hotel. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this exchange.

Statement on the Death
of Walter Payton
November 1, 1999

We were saddened to hear of the death
of Walter Payton. In the long highlight reel

of this life cut short, Walter Payton will al-
ways be a man in motion: breaking tackles,
breaking records, clearing every obstacle in
his path. From the first day he donned the
uniform of the Chicago Bears in 1975, until
his retirement 13 years later, Walter Payton
missed only one game—and that was because
the coach ordered him to rest his ankle. He
followed a long line of great Bears running
backs and became the greatest of them all.
The record books confirm that. But individ-
ual triumphs would never mean as much to
Walter Payton as a victory he could share
with his teammates and with the fans who
endured, season after season, the icy winds
of Soldier Field. Walter Payton would not
stop running until his Bears were as great
as the Bears of old, until they had again won
the Super Bowl—which they did, in dramatic
fashion, in 1985.

Walter Payton faced his illness with the
same grit and determination that he showed
every week on the football field. The people
of Chicago—and all Americans who love the
game of football—will miss him profoundly.

We would like to offer our condolences
to Walter’s wife, Connie, and to their two
children, Jarrett and Brittney. Our hearts are
with them today.

NOTE: This statement was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary as a statement by the Presi-
dent and the First Lady.

Proclamation 7247—National
American Indian Heritage Month,
1999
November 1, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Ours is a nation inextricably linked to the

histories of the many peoples who first inhab-
ited this great land. Everywhere around us
are reminders of the legacy of America’s first
inhabitants. Their history speaks to us
through the name of our cities, lakes, and
rivers; the food on our tables; the magnificent
ruins of ancient communities; and, most im-
portant, the lives of the people who retain


